[Incidence of post-transfusion hepatitis in Hungary 1987-1993].
The authors describe the epidemiological characteristics of hepatitis cases occurred after administration of blood or blood-preparations in Hungary, based on data collected between January 1987 and December 1993. The epidemiologists of the public health network reported 868 acute posttransfusion hepatitis within this seven years period. The number of the cases decreased year by year, and in accordance with the rapid development of virological diagnostics the rate of cases with uncovered aetiology increased gradually. Nevertheless the aetiology of more than half of the reported cases (466 patients, i.e. 53.6%) remained unknown. The results of the examinations were negative in 167 cases (19.2%), and no etiological examinations were carried out in 299 cases (34.4%). Hepatitis A was reported in 17 cases (2%), hepatitis B in 129 cases (14.9%), whilst non-A, non-B hepatitis was diagnosed in 188 cases based on examinations with an experimental NANB antigen and antibody tests or by exclusion of hepatitis A and B infectious (21.7%); from 1991 67 cases (7.7%) were diagnosed by standard tests as hepatitis C, and Epstein-Barr virus infection was reported in 1 case (0.1%). During the seven years 11 patients of the 868 (1.3%) died in the acute phase of the illness.